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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 

VALLEY HI ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH, INC. 
ADOPTED:  JANUARY 23, 1964 

AMENDED:  OCTOBER 1, 1986 

AMENDED:  FEBRUARY 8, 1989 

AMENDED:  JANUARY 6, 1993 

AMENDED:  NOVEMBER 9, 2011 

AMENDED: MARCH 4, 2012                                                                                                                                                

AMENDED: JULY 24, 2016 

PREAMBLE 

For the purpose of establishing and maintaining a place for the worship of Almighty God, our 

Heavenly Father; to provide for Christian fellowship for those of like precious faith, where the 

Holy Spirit may be honored according to our distinctive testimony; to assume our share of 

responsibility and the privilege of propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ, by all available means, 

both at home and in foreign lands; we, the members of this assembly, do hereby recognize 

ourselves as a local assembly in fellowship with, and as a part of the GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE 

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD, and the SOUTH TEXAS DISTRICT COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD, and 

that we do hereby adopt the following articles of church order and submit ourselves to be 

governed by them. 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE I:  NAME 

The name of this corporation shall be VALLEY HI ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH, INC., San 

Antonio, Texas, (the “Church” and/or “Corporation”). 

ARTICLE II:  PREROGATIVES AND PURPOSES 

Section 1.  To Govern.   

This Church has the right to govern itself and conduct its own affairs according to the standard of 

the New Testament Scriptures, and of the SOUTH TEXAS DISTRICT COUNCIL ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

(the “District Council”) and the GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD (the “General 

Council”).  This right specifically includes matters such as the calling of a pastor, the election of 



 2 

the church board, the discipline of its members, and the conducting of its own services and 

church program. 

Section 2. To Acquire and Dispose.   

In connection or incidental to, this Church has the right to purchase or acquire by gift, bequest or 

otherwise, either directly or as trustee, and to own, hold in trust, use, sell, convey, mortgage, 

lease, or otherwise dispose of any real estate or chattels as necessary for the furtherance of its 

purposes, and to exercise all other powers conferred upon it by its charter or by the applicable 

nonprofit corporation law of the State of Texas; all in accordance with its Constitution and      

By-Laws as the same may be amended. 

Section 3. To Worship, Fellowship, and Propagate.   

The purpose of this Church is to establish and maintain a place for the worship of Almighty God, 

our Heavenly Father, to provide for Christian fellowship for those of like precious faith, where 

the Holy Spirit may be honored according to our distinctive testimony, and to assume our share 

of responsibility and the privilege of propagating the Gospel of Jesus Christ by all viable means, 

both at home and in foreign lands. 

Section 4. To Cooperate.   

This Church shall cooperate with the District Council and the General Council to extend the 

work and kingdom of God throughout the world.  It shall support the missionary program as 

agreed upon. It shall participate in District Council and General Council sessions through its 

chosen delegates and share in the support of the ministries of these bodies. 

Section 5. To Recognize.  

This Church recognizes the authority of the District Council and the General Council to approve 

scriptural doctrine and conduct, as well as to disapprove unscriptural doctrine and conduct, and 

to withdraw their certificates of membership if deemed necessary. (See Article IX of the         

By-Laws of the GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD.) 

ARTICLE III:  AFFILIATION 

Section 1.  

While maintaining its inherent rights to sovereignty in the conduct of its own affairs, this Church 

shall voluntarily enter into full cooperative fellowship with assemblies of like precious faith, 

associated in the District Council, and the General Council, with headquarters at Springfield, 

Missouri; and shall share in the privileges and assume the responsibilities enjoined by that 

affiliation. Officers of the District Council and General Council shall be recognized and 

respected by the Pastor and members of this Church. 
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Section 2.  

As a member of the General Council, this Church has the right to request the assistance of both 

the District Council and the General Council in dealing with any of its problems, upon the 

request of the Pastor, a majority of the Church Board, or a valid petition signed by at least forty 

percent (40%) of the active members of the Church.  Only those members who have regularly 

attended services of, and supported, the Church for a period of at least three (3) consecutive 

months prior to signing the petition shall be counted. 

Section 3.  

It is understood and agreed the Church shall conform its standards of membership, qualifications 

for Board Members, and requirements for a Pastor to those standards set by the District Council 

and the General Council. 

Section 4.  

By its affiliation, the Church and Corporation - directors, officers, and members - agree that no 

provision of the Corporation’s Constitution and By-Laws shall be inconsistent with the 

Constitution and By-Laws of both the District Council and the General Council now in effect or 

hereafter amended. 

ARTICLE IV:  TENETS OF FAITH 

The Bible is our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice.  This Statement of Fundamental Truths 

is intended simply as a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all speak the same thing,          

I Corinthians 1:10; Acts 2:42). The phraseology employed in this statement is not inspired or 

contended for, but the truth set forth is held essential to a full-gospel ministry.  No claim is made 

that it contains all biblical truth, only that it covers our need as to these fundamental doctrines. 

Section 1. The Scriptures Inspired.   

The Scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired of God and are the 

revelation of God to man, the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct. (II Timothy 3:15-

17; I Thessalonians 2:13; II Peter 1:21) 

Section 2. The One True God.   

The one true God has revealed himself as the eternally self-existent “I AM,” the Creator of 

heaven and earth and the Redeemer of mankind.  He has further revealed himself as embodying 

the principles of relationship and association as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  (Deuteronomy 6:4; 

Isaiah 43:10-11; Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:22) 
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The Adorable Godhead 

A.   Terms Defined.   

The terms trinity and persons, as related to the Godhead, while not found in the 

Scriptures, are words in harmony with Scripture, whereby we may convey to others our 

immediate understanding of the doctrine of Christ respecting the Being of God, as 

distinguished from “gods many and lords many.” We, therefore, may speak with 

propriety of the Lord our God, who is One Lord, as a Trinity or as one Being of three 

persons, and still be absolutely scriptural.  (Examples:  Matthew 28:19; John 14:16-17; II 

Corinthians 13:14) 

B.   Distinction and Relationship in the Godhead.  
  

Christ taught a distinction of persons in the Godhead which He expressed in specific 

terms of relationship, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but that this distinction and 

relationship, as to its mode is inscrutable and incomprehensible, because unexplained.  

(Matthew 11:25-27, 28:19; Luke 1:35; I Corinthians 1:24; II Corinthians 13:14; I John 

1:3-4) 

 

C.   Unity of the One Being of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 

Accordingly, therefore, there is that in the Father which constitutes Him the Father and 

not the Son; there is that in the Son which constitutes Him the Son and not the Father; 

and there is that in the Holy Spirit which constitutes Him the Holy Spirit and not either 

the Father or the Son.  Wherefore the Father is the Begetter; the Son is the Begotten; and 

the Holy Spirit is the One proceeding from the Father and the Son.  Therefore, because 

these three persons in the Godhead are in a state of unity, there is but one Lord God 

Almighty and His name one.  (Zechariah 14:9; John 1:18, 15:26, 17:11, 21) 

 

D.    Identity and Cooperation in the Godhead.   
 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are never identical as to person; nor confused as 

to relation; nor divided in respect to the Godhead; nor opposed as to cooperation.          

The Son is in the Father and the Father is in the Son as to relationship. The Son is with 

the Father and the Father is with the Son, as to fellowship.  The Father is not from the 

Son, but the Son is from the Father, as to authority. The Holy Spirit is from the Father 

and the Son proceeding, as to nature, relationship, cooperation, and authority.  Hence no 

person in the Godhead either exists or works separately or independently of the others.  

(John 5:17-30, 32, 37, 8:17-18) 

 

E.    The Title, Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

The appellation Lord Jesus Christ is a proper name. It is never applied in the New 

Testament either to the Father or to the Holy Spirit. It therefore belongs exclusively to the 

Son of God.  (Romans 1:1-3, 7; II John 3) 
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F.    The Lord Jesus Christ, God with Us.   
 

The Lord Jesus Christ, as to His divine and eternal nature, is the proper and only 

Begotten of the Father, but as to His human nature, He is the proper Son of Man.  He is, 

therefore, acknowledged to be both God and man; who because He is God and man, is 

“Immanuel,” God with us.  (Matthew 1:23; I John 4:2, 10, 14; Revelation 1:13, 17) 

 

G.    The Title, Son of God.   
 

Since the name Immanuel embraces both God and man, in the one person, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, it follows that the title Son of God describes His proper deity, and the title Son of 

Man, His proper humanity. Therefore, the title Son of God belongs to the order of 

eternity, and the title Son of Man to the order of time.  (Matthew 1:21-23; Hebrews      

1:1-13, 7:3; I John 3:8; II John 3). 

 

H.    Transgression of the Doctrine of Christ.   
 

Wherefore, it is a transgression of the doctrine of Christ to say that Jesus Christ derived 

the title Son of God solely from the fact of the Incarnation, or because of His relation to 

the economy of redemption. Therefore, to deny that the Father is a real and eternal 

Father, and that the Son is a real and eternal Son, is a denial of the distinction and 

relationship in the Being of God; a denial of the Father and Son; and a displacement of 

the truth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. (John 1:1-2, 14, 18, 29, 49;  Hebrews 12:2; 

I John 2:22-23, 4:1-5; II John 1:99) 

 

I.      Exaltation of Jesus Christ as Lord. 
   

The Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, having by himself purged our sins, sat down on 

the right hand of the Majesty on high, angels and principalities and powers having been 

made subject unto Him.  And having been made both Lord and Christ, He sent the Holy 

Spirit that we, in the name of Jesus, might bow our knees and confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord to the glory of God the Father until the end, when the Son shall become subject to 

the Father that God may be all in all. (Acts 2:32-36; Romans 14:11; I Corinthians 15:24-

28; Hebrews 1:3; I Peter 3:22) 

 

J.     Equal Honor to the Father and to the Son.   
 

Wherefore, since the Father has delivered all judgment unto the Son, it is not only the 

express duty of all in heaven and on earth to bow the knee, but it is an unspeakable joy in 

the Holy Spirit to ascribe unto the Son all the attributes of deity, and to give Him all the 

honor and the glory contained in all the names and titles of the Godhead except those 

which express relationship (see paragraphs B, C, and D), and thus honor the Son even as 

we honor the Father. (John 5:22-23; Philippians 2:8-9; I Peter 1:8; Revelation 4:8-11, 

5:6-14, 7:9-10) 
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Section 3. The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God.  The Scriptures declare: 

A.   His virgin birth; (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31, 35) 

 

B.   His sinless life; (Hebrews 7:26; I Peter 2:22) 

 

C.   His miracles; (Acts 2:22, 10:38) 

 

D.   His substitutionary work on the cross; (I Corinthians 15:3; II Corinthians 5:21) 

 

E.   His bodily resurrection from the dead; and (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39;  

                        I Corinthians 15:4) 

 

F.       His exaltation to the right hand of God. (Acts 1:9, 11, 2:33; Philippians 2:9-11;                                                               

                     Hebrews 1:3) 

 

Section 4. The Fall of Man.   

Man was created good and upright; for God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness.”  However, man by voluntary transgression fell and thereby incurred not only physical 

death but also spiritual death, which is separation from God. (Genesis 1:26-27, 2:17, 3:6; 

Romans 5:12-19) 

Section 5. The Salvation of Man.   

Man’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

A. Conditions to Salvation.   
 

Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus 

Christ. By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, being justified by 

grace through faith, man becomes an heir of God according to the hope of eternal life.  

(Luke 24:47; John 3:3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11, 3:5-7) 

 

B. The Evidences of Salvation.   
 

The inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness of the Spirit. (Romans 8:16)       

The outward evidence to all men is a life of righteousness and true holiness.  (Ephesians 

4:24; Titus 2:12) 

 

 

 



 7 

 

Section 6. The Ordinances of the Church. 
 

A. Baptism in Water.   
 

The ordinance of baptism by immersion is commanded in the Scriptures. All who repent 

and believe on Christ as Savior and Lord are to be baptized. Thus, they declare to the 

world that they have died with Christ, and that they also have been raised with Him to 

walk in newness of life.  (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47-48; Romans 6:4) 

 

B. Holy Communion.   
 

The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements - bread and the fruit of the vine - is the symbol 

expressing our sharing the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ (II Peter 1:4); a memorial of 

His suffering and death (I Corinthians 11:26); and a prophecy of His second coming                   

(1 Corinthians 11:26) and is enjoined on all believers “till He come!” 

 

Section 7. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit.   

All believers are entitled to and should ardently expect and earnestly seek the promise of the 

Father, the baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire, according to the command of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the early Christian church.  With it comes the 

enduement of power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work 

of the ministry. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; I Corinthians 12:1-31) This experience is distinct from 

and subsequent to the experience of the new birth. (Acts 8:12-17, 10:44-46, 11:14-16, 15:7-9)  

With the baptism in the Holy Spirit come such experiences as an overflowing fullness of the 

Spirit (John 7:37-39; Acts 4:8), a deepened reverence for God (Acts 2:43; Hebrews 12:28), an 

intensified consecration to God and dedication to His work (Acts 2:42), and a more active love 

for Christ, for His Word, and for the lost (Mark 16:20). 

Section 8. The Initial Physical Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.   

The baptism of believers in the Holy Spirit is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking 

with other tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance. (Acts 2:4)  The speaking in tongues 

in this instance is the same in essence as the gift of tongues (I Corinthians 12:4-10, 28), but 

different in purpose and use. 

Section 9. Sanctification.   

Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil, and of dedication unto God.  

(Romans 12:1-2; I Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:12)  Scriptures teach a life of “holiness 

without which no man shall see the Lord.”  (Hebrews 12:14). By the power of the Holy Spirit we 

are able to obey the command: “Be ye holy, for I am holy.” (I Peter 1:15-16) 

Sanctification is realized in the believer by recognizing his identification with Christ in His death 

and resurrection, and by faith reckoning daily upon the fact of that union, and by offering every 
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faculty continually to the dominion of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 6:1-11, 13, 8:1-2, 13; Galatians 

2:20; Philippians 2:12-13; I Peter 1:5) 

Section 10. The Church and Its Mission.  

The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit, with divine 

appointments for the fulfillment of her Great Commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an 

integral part of the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven.  

(Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:22; Hebrews 12:23) 

Since God’s purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that which is lost, to be worshiped by 

man, to build a body of believers in the image of His Son, and to demonstrate His love and 

compassion for all the world, the priority reason for being of the Assemblies of God as part of 

the Church is: 

A.      to be an agency  of God for  evangelizing the world;  (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:                          

                      15-16; Acts 1:8) 

 

B. to be a corporate body in which man may worship God; (I Corinthians 12:13) 

 

C. to be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the 

image of His Son; and (Ephesians 4:11-16; I Corinthians 12:28, 14:12) 

 

A. to be a people who demonstrate God’s love and compassion for all the world.  

(Psalm 112:9; Galatians 2:10, 6:10; James 1:27) 

 

The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing emphasis to this reason for being in 

the New Testament apostolic pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the 

Holy Spirit.  This experience: 

A.   enable   them   to   evangelize   in   the  power  of  the  Spirit  with  accompanying      

            supernatural signs; (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3-4) 

 

B. adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with God; and                  

(I Corinthians 2:10-16; I Corinthians 12-14) 

 

C. enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit in expression of 

fruit and gifts and ministries as in New Testament times for the edifying of the 

body of Christ and care for the poor and needy of the world.   (Matthew 25:37-40; 

Galatians 5:22-26, 6:10; Ephesians 4:11-12; I Corinthians 12:28, 14:12; 

Colossians 1:29) 
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Section 11. The Ministry.   

A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has been provided by our Lord for the 

fourfold purpose of leading the Church in:  (1) evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20); (2) 

worship of God (John 4:23-24); (3) building a Body of saints being perfected in the image of His 

Son (Ephesians 4:11, 16); and (4) meeting human need with ministries of love and compassion.  

(Psalm 112:9; Galatians 2:10, 6:10; James 1:27) 

Section 12. Divine Healing.   

Divine healing is an integral part of the Gospel.  Deliverance from sickness is provided for in the 

Atonement, and is the privilege of all believers. (Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:16-17;                

James 5:14-16) 

Section 13. The Blessed Hope.   

The resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ and their translation together with 

those who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord is the imminent and blessed hope of 

the Church.  (Romans 8:23; I Corinthians 15:51-52; I Thessalonians 4:16-17; Titus 2:13) 

Section 14. The Millennial Reign of Christ.   

The second coming of Christ includes the rapture of the saints, which is our blessed hope, 

followed by the visible return of Christ with His saints to reign on the earth for one thousand 

years.  (Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7, 19:11-14, 20:1-6)  This millennial 

reign will bring the salvation of national Israel (Ezekiel 37:21-22; Zephaniah 3:19-20; Romans 

11:26-27) and the establishment of universal peace (Psalm 72:3-8; Isaiah 11:6-9; Micah 4:3-4). 

Section 15. The Final Judgment.   

There will be a final judgment in which the wicked dead will be raised and judged according to 

their works.  Whosoever is not found written in the Book of Life, together with the devil and his 

angels, the beast and the false prophet, will be consigned to everlasting punishment in the lake 

which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-

48; Revelation 19:20, 20:11-15, 21:8) 

Section 16. The New Heavens and the New Earth.   
 

“We, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness.” (II Peter 3:13; Revelation 21 and 22) 
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ARTICLE V:  ORDINANCES 

Section 1. Baptism in Water.   

The ordinance of Baptism by immersion in water (Matthew 28:19) shall be administered to all 

who believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ, to the saving of their souls, and who give clear evidence of 

their salvation. (Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12) 

Section 2. Holy Communion.   

 
The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper shall be observed regularly as enjoined in the Scriptures. 

(Luke 22:19-20; I Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 

ARTICLE VI:  MEMBERSHIP 

Membership is available to all who give evidence of their faith in the Lord, Jesus Christ, and 

who voluntarily subscribe to its Tenets of Faith, and agree to be governed by its Constitution and 

By-Laws.  Members shall be classified as follows: 

Section 1. Active Membership.  

The active membership of the Church shall be a minimum age of eighteen (18), meet scriptural 

standards as delineated in the By-Laws Article III, Membership, Section 1, Membership 

Eligibility, and agree to be governed by the Constitution and By-Laws of this Church.  Voting by 

proxy is prohibited. 

Section 2. Inactive Membership.   

Active members who, without good cause, absent themselves from Church services and activities 

for three (3) consecutive months or more and cease to pay tithes or contribute offerings to its 

support for three (3) consecutive months or more, and/or be out of harmony with the Church’s 

teachings and ministries, and/or shall be under charges for misconduct, and/or have caused 

discord, may be declared inactive members by a majority vote of the Church Board.  Inactive 

members lose their voting privileges until reactivated. 

Section 3. Honorary Membership.  

The Board may confer honorary membership upon persons having left the Church attendance 

area having shown such fidelity to the Church that special honor would be appropriate;          

non-members, such as ministers the Pastor might feel deserve honor and distinction or any other 

such person the Board might wish to include in this select listing.  The Church Board, at any 

regular or special meeting, may approve honorary members by a unanimous vote of the Board 

Members present.  An honorary membership is available to any member who has left the Church 

attendance area, having shown fidelity to the Church that the special honor would be appropriate.  
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The recognition shall continue as long as the member maintains a consistent Christian life, 

remains sound in doctrine, and maintains a cooperative attitude toward the home Church.  

Nonmembers are eligible for inclusion in this select listing by virtue of the Pastor’s and/or 

Church Board’s discretion. 

Section 4. Transfer Members.   
 

A member in good standing of another Assemblies of God church may transfer his membership 

to the Church by submitting a Letter of Transfer from their immediate former pastor to the Pastor 

of the Church.  Membership shall be granted upon approval of the Church Board. 

 

ARTICLE VII:  OFFICERS 

Generally, for the government of the Church/Corporation, there shall be a President, 

Secretary/Treasurer, and Church Board.   

Section 1. President.  

The Pastor, by virtue of his office, shall be the President and Chairman of the Board. 

Section 2. Secretary/Treasurer.   

The Secretary/Treasurer shall be elected by the Church body. He shall be an officer of the 

Corporation as required by state law.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall not be a member of the 

Board; however, at the Pastor’s request and with Board approval, he may serve as the Board 

Recording Secretary. 

Section 3. Board.   
 

There shall be a Church Board (the “Board”), of not less than five (5) members, who together 

with the Pastor, shall be entrusted the general management of the Church. As the business 

manager of the Church, the Board shall use sound judgment and proven management and 

business practices adhered to in all areas of operation. A Board Member may serve as Recording 

Secretary. 

ARTICLE VIII:  MEETINGS 

Section 1. Worship Services.  

Worship services shall be held on each Sunday, and during the week as directed by the Pastor 

and the Board.  Permanent changes to the existing service schedule at the time of approval of this 

Constitution must have approval of a majority of the voting members present at any annual or 
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special business meeting. Changes in service times and temporary dismissal of services may be 

approved by the Board. 

Section 2. Annual Business Meeting.   

There shall be an annual business meeting of the Church, at which any necessary elections of 

officers shall take place and the reports of all officers shall be read. The requirement of a quorum 

shall not apply to an annual business meeting as described in each section. This meeting shall be 

held prior to May each year; the time and place to be announced by the Pastor. The meeting shall 

be announced during worship service on each of the two (2) Sundays immediately prior to the 

meeting.  

Section 3. Special Business Meeting.   

Special business meetings of the Church may be called by the Pastor, or by a majority of the 

Church Board, or by a valid petition signed by not less than forty percent (40%) of the active 

membership of the Church. The meeting time, place and purpose shall be announced during 

worship services on each of the two (2) Sundays immediately prior to the meeting. No business 

other than the singular purpose shall be transacted at any special business meeting of the Church. 

Section 4. Petitions.   

Valid petitions pertaining to the business affairs of the Church shall be submitted to the Pastor.  

A valid petition pertaining to the status of the Pastor shall be directed to the District 

Superintendent, who shall arrange for a special business meeting of the assembly. No more than 

one petition on a given subject shall be recognized within any twelve (12) month period. 

Section 5. Quorum.   

At any special called business meeting in order to conduct business or to make a record of any 

such meeting, forty percent (40%) of the active membership must be present to constitute a 

quorum.  If a meeting is dismissed due to lack of quorum, another business meeting shall occur 

within seven (7) calendar days. No notice is necessary provided the new meeting date is 

announced prior to dismissal of afore-mentioned meeting, and is within the seven (7) day 

requirement.  If the meeting cannot be rescheduled within the seven (7) day requirement, proper 

notice shall be given as to date, time and place of new meeting. At this meeting, the requirement 

for quorum shall be suspended. 

Section 6. Parliamentary Order.  

All business meetings of the Church shall be governed by the parliamentary procedures of 

Robert’s Rules of Order (current edition). 

Section 7. Voting Constituency.   

The voting constituency at all business meetings of the Church shall consist of all active 

members who are present. 
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Section 8. The Church Board.   

The Church Board shall meet regularly, or at the call of the Pastor, to transact the business of the 

Church. The Pastor shall notify the Church Board of the time and place.  A majority of the board 

members present shall constitute quorum. 

Section 9. Membership Roll.     

  
The Church Board shall review the active membership roll quarterly. A list of active members 

shall be compiled thirty (30) days prior to the annual business meeting. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX:  DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES 

Section 1. General.   

The Church shall provide for the establishment of departments as necessary for the extension of 

its work.  All departments and committees shall be subordinate to the Church, contributing to the 

harmony and development of the whole. They shall be under the direct supervision of the Pastor.  

The Pastor shall be an ex officio member of all committees or departments. 

Section 2. Day Care Center.  
 

The Church shall have the authority to operate a Day Care Center (the “DCC”) facility. The 

DCC is designed to be self-sustaining. 

ARTICLE X:  FINANCES 

Section 1. General.   

All funds for maintenance of the Church shall be provided by the paying of tithes, voluntary 

contributions, offerings of the members and friends of the Church, and monies derived from the 

DCC. 

Section 2. Disbursement of Funds.   

The Secretary/Treasurer shall pay all operating expenses of the Church. The Director of the Day 

Care Center shall pay all operating expenses of the DCC. Disbursement of funds shall be under 

the direction of the Pastor and Board. The Board shall authorize payment of other expenses 

incurred in promoting the interest of either organization. 
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Section 3. Pastor’s Support.   

The Pastor shall receive a salary for his labors, which shall be derived according to Section 1 of 

this Article. (Luke 10:7; I Timothy 5:17-18). The Pastor and Board shall determine the method 

of computation and amount of his support. 

Section 4. Church Staff Positions.  
   

The Pastor and the Board shall determine the opening or closing of church staff positions for 

assistance to the Pastor. The Pastor and Board shall determine the method of computation and 

amount of financial compensation for each position. The Pastor shall have the authority and 

responsibility of selecting, supervising, and releasing such staff personnel as needed. 

 

ARTICLE XI:  PROPERTY 

Section 1. Title.   

All real property of the Church shall be deeded to the Church and held in its name. No real 

property of the Church shall be sold, leased, or mortgaged or otherwise disposed of unless first 

ratified by a vote two-thirds (⅔) of the active membership who are in attendance at a regular or 

special business meeting of the Church. The Pastor, Secretary/Treasurer, or other duly authorized 

official of the Church shall certify such conveyance, lease or mortgage has been duly authorized 

and recommended by a vote of the Church. Such certificate shall be held to be conclusive 

evidence thereof. 

Section 2. Purchases and Sales of Property.   

All purchases of furnishings, equipment, and other items of tangible personal property, 

exceeding $40,000 in cost, and all purchases and sales of real property shall be authorized by a 

vote of two-thirds (⅔) of the active membership who are in attendance at a regular or special 

business meeting of the Church. 

Section 3. Other Properties.   
 

All other properties shall be in the custody and control of the Board. 

 

ARTICLE XII:  AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds (⅔) vote of the active membership of the 

Church in attendance at any regular or special business meeting. Notice of the proposed 

change(s) shall be available two (2) Sundays preceding the time of such meeting. A copy of the 

proposed change(s) shall be provided for each active member prior to the second announcement.  
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It shall be understood that Article IV, Tenets of Faith, is not subject to amendment, except to 

conform to any amendments made to the Statement of Fundamental Truths of the Assemblies of 

God.  (Emphasis added.) 
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BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I:  GOVERNMENT 

Section 1. General.  

The government of this Church shall be vested in the Church Board, which shall consist of the 

Pastor and a minimum of five (5) Board Members. 

Section 2. Qualifications. 

A. Pastor.   
 

The Pastor shall be in good standing with both the General Council and the 

District Council, holding a current fellowship card. 

 

B. Secretary/Treasurer.   
 

The Secretary/Treasurer shall be an active member of the Church for a period not 

less than one (1) year immediately preceding election to office.  He shall currently 

support the Church with payment of tithes and contributing offerings.  He shall 

have a cooperative spirit, and shall be faithful in attendance at worship services 

and church activities. 

 

C. Board Members.  
 

A Board Member shall be a person of mature Christian experience and 

knowledge, who shall meet the requirements set forth in Acts 6 and I Timothy 3.  

He shall be an active member of the Church for a period not less than one (1) year 

immediately preceding election to office.  He shall currently support the Church 

with payment of tithes and contributing offerings.  He shall have a cooperative 

spirit, and shall be faithful in attendance at worship services and church activities. 

 

Section 3. Pastor.   

The Pastor shall be the spiritual overseer of the Church and shall direct all of its activities.        

He shall be the President of the Church/Corporation.  He shall be the Chairman of the Board.     

He shall provide for all the services of the Church and shall arrange for all special meetings, 

conventions, or revival campaigns.  No person shall be invited to speak, teach, preach, lead 

worship, or otherwise minister in the Church without his approval.  If the Pastor is incapacitated, 

the Board has the authority to transact business on behalf of the corporation and to invite persons 

of like faith, preferably credentialed Assemblies of God ministers, to fulfill pulpit ministry.      

He shall, as Chairman of the Board, be Chairman of the Nominating Committee for the selection 
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of Board Members.  The Pastor shall be the ex officio Chairman of all departments and 

committees. 

Section 4. The Board.   

The Board shall serve the Church, acting in an advisory capacity to the Pastor in all matters 

pertaining to the Church.  It shall act in the examination of applications for membership and in 

the administration of discipline.  The Board shall have general charge and management of the 

affairs, funds, and property of the Church.  The Board shall have the authority to carry out the 

purposes of the Church according to its charter and these By-Laws.  The Board shall be 

custodian of all real property belonging to the Church. 

A majority of the Board present shall constitute quorum, provided all members have been 

notified to be present.  Should the Church be temporarily without a Pastor, the Board shall select 

a chairman from its membership for the sole purpose of transacting business for the Church. The 

Board Recording Secretary or Secretary/Treasurer shall be responsible for calling a meeting of 

the Board and acting as moderator for the nomination of a chairman. 

The Board shall meet as called by the Chairman of the Board.  The Recording Secretary shall 

keep the minutes of the Board meetings. 

The Board shall be custodian of all real property belonging to the Church. 

Section 5. Secretary/Treasurer.  

 The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep the record of the active membership roll of the Church.  The 

Secretary/Treasurer shall be the custodian of all legal documents for the Corporation.  He shall 

file the annual corporation reports with the Secretary of State of Texas as required by state law. 

The Secretary/Treasurer shall be entrusted with the finances of the Church.  Deposits of all funds 

will be made to an account in the Church’s name at a local responsible financial institution.  

Disbursements from this account will be as authorized by the Pastor and/or Board.  All checks 

issued on behalf of the Church must be signed by the Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant 

Secretary/Treasurer, or one additional individual authorized by the Board. Should the 

Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary/Treasurer be unavailable to write checks and/or 

deposit monies, the Pastor may appoint another individual from the church membership to 

temporarily issue checks and deposit funds.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep an itemized 

account of receipts and disbursements.  He shall present a report at each regular Board meeting, 

and shall present the annual report to the Church at its annual business meeting.                       

The Secretary/Treasurer shall provide the Board with financial statements for the Church.        

The Secretary/Treasurer shall assist the Church in acquiring and maintaining available tax 

exemptions under federal, state and local law. The Secretary/Treasurer shall provide a record of 

all identified giving by each donor at least annually. The Secretary/Treasurer shall be the 

custodian of all the financial records of the Church. 
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Section 6. Fiduciary Duties.   

The law imposes severe fiduciary duties on officers, including the duties of due care and 

diligence, loyalty, avoidance of self-dealing, expending designated contributions for the purposes 

specified, and not commingling personal and corporate funds. 

Section 7. Temporary Church Board.   
 

Should irreconcilable differences arise between the Pastor and other members of the Church 

Board, destroying the unity and successful ministry of the Church, the District Executive 

Presbytery along with the Sectional Presbytery (the investigating committee), upon request from 

the Pastor or a majority of the Church Board, shall investigate such differences.  Upon a two-

thirds (⅔) majority vote of the investigating committee, they may declare the Church to be under 

District supervision.  The term, “District supervision” means that the investigating committee 

has the authority to (1) suspend the Constitution and By-Laws of the Church, (2) suspend the 

Board, (3) reclassify the Church as a “District Council affiliated” church, and (4) appoint and 

establish a temporary Board invested with the authority to manage both the secular and 

ecclesiastical affairs of the Church until such strife shall cease.  If the Pastor is also the Sectional 

Presbyter, the District Superintendent shall appoint a reorder of the Sectional Committee as the 

investigating committee in his place. 

 

ARTICLE II:  ELECTIONS, VACANCIES AND REMOVALS 

Section 1. Nominating Committee.  

Each January, the Pastor shall appoint four (4) active members who, with the Pastor, becomes a 

Nominating Committee (the “Committee”) to review and select potential candidates for positions 

being vacated on the Board and/or the Secretary/Treasurer. 

A. Neither a Board Member nor the Secretary/Treasurer may serve on this 

committee. 

 

B. This Committee shall be responsible for familiarizing themselves with candidate 

qualifications as outlined in this Article’s Sections 3, 4, and 7, and to advise each 

candidate of the required qualifications. 

 

C. The Committee shall observe each candidate as to regular and faithful attendance, 

participation in Church activities other than regularly scheduled services, and 

participation in altar services. 

 

D. The Committee will interview each candidate, attesting to their qualifications as 

required by the Tenets of Faith.  

 

E. The Committee shall verify each candidate is a faithful and consistent tithe payer. 
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F. Should a candidate have an objection to the nominating process, their candidacy 

will be rescinded. 

 

G. A simple majority of votes cast shall constitute an election of all Church Officers 

except the Pastor. 

 

Section 2. Pastor. 

A. The Pastor shall be nominated by the Church Board. 

 

B. Candidate recommendations may be made to the Church Board by any active 

member of the Church 

 

C. The Pastor shall be elected by two-thirds (⅔) majority of the active membership 

present for a two (2) year term. 

 

D. Election shall be by secret ballot at the special business meeting called for that 

singular purpose. 

 

E. Only one candidate shall be considered at a time. 

 

F. At the end of the two-year (2) term, a special business meeting shall be called for 

the singular purpose of election of the pastor for an indefinite term.  Election shall 

require a simple majority vote of the attendees. 

 

G. There shall be no other ballot for the position of pastor unless he requests it, or a 

majority of the Board requests it, or the Board receives a valid petition signed by 

a majority of the active membership. 

 

H. Should the Pastor or any other member or members of the Church challenge the 

validity of an election, such challenge shall be arbitrated by the District Executive 

Presbytery, or any three (3) persons of its choice, and its decision shall be final. 

 

Section 3. Secretary/Treasurer. 

A. The Secretary/Treasurer shall be elected by the Church Body from the active 

membership at any regular or special business meeting for a three (3) year term. 

 

B. An Assistant Secretary/Treasurer shall be appointed by the Pastor following 

consultation with the Secretary/Treasurer for the same term.  (For the purposes of 

these By-Laws, the term “Secretary/Treasurer” shall encompass and imply the 

positions of Secretary/Treasurer and Assistant Secretary/Treasurer to be a 

consolidated reference.) 
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C. Any candidate for Secretary/Treasurer shall be an active church member of 

mature experience and spiritual stability. 

 

D. He shall be Spirit-filled according to the statements of the Tenets of Faith. 

 

E. No candidate shall be employed by the Church or DCC in any of the following 

capacities: 

 

(1) salaried employee, 

(2) hourly paid employee, or 

(3) an open-ended contract worker. 

F. If after being elected as Secretary/Treasurer, he becomes employed by the Church 

or DCC, his position shall be rendered vacated. 

 

Section 4. Board Members.   

A. A Board Member shall be elected by the Church Body from the active 

membership at any regular or special business meeting for a three (3) year term. 

 

B. Any candidate for Board Member shall be an active church member of mature 

experience and spiritual stability. 

 

C. He shall be Spirit-filled according to the statements of the Tenets of Faith. 

 

D. No candidate shall be employed by the Church or DCC in any of the following 

capacities: 

(1) salaried employee, 

(2) hourly paid employee, or 

(3) an open-ended contract worker. 

E. If after being elected as a Board Member, he becomes employed by the Church or 

DCC, his position shall be rendered vacated. 

 

F. No Board Member shall be allowed to succeed himself in office until he shall 

have been off the Board for one (1) full year.  This rule may be temporarily 

suspended by a majority of the members present if the Nominating Committee 

verifies that no other eligible nominations could be presented.  Exception:  If a 

Board Member has been appointed to fill an unexpired term for a period of twelve 
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(12) months or less, he may be considered as a potential candidate by the 

Nominating Committee. 

 

Section 5. In General.   

Any officer of the Church (other than Pastor) may be terminated by a majority vote of the active 

membership at a special business meeting called for the singular purpose of removal of a person 

from office. 

Section 6. Vacancies. 

A. Board Members. 

 
1. A Board position may be declared vacant by a majority vote of the Board 

at any regular or special Board meeting. 

 

2. Grounds for such action shall be: 

 

a. removal from the active membership roll of the Church; 

 

b. accepting employment with the Church or DCC as delineated in 

Article II, Section 4, Board Members; 

 

c. unscriptural conduct; 

 

d. doctrinal departure from the Tenets of Faith; and/or 

 

e. incompetent performance. 

 

3. Any incumbent under charges shall have an opportunity for a fair and 

impartial hearing of his case as prescribed in Article VI, Membership, 

Section 6, of the Constitution. 

 

4. Should a Board vacancy occur prior to the annual business meeting, the 

Pastor and the Board shall have the authority to appoint a qualified active 

member to fill the duration of the unexpired term.  

 

B. The Pastor. 

1. Should charges be preferred against him, or his ministry ceases to be 

effective, the Board is authorized to request the Pastor to resign. 
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a. Such request is required to have two-thirds (⅔) majority vote of the 

Board, and shall take place at any regular or special Board 

meeting. 

 

b. If the Pastor refuses to resign, the pastorate shall not be considered 

vacant until the Board has submitted its request to the Church 

Body. 

 

c. The request must be confirmed by two-thirds (⅔) majority vote of 

the active membership of the Church at a meeting called for such 

singular purpose. 

 

d. The meeting shall be presided over by District Officiary.  Serious 

charges would be those in the realm of conduct out of conformity 

with the requirements laid down in I Timothy 3:2-7, Titus 1:5-9, or 

a change in doctrinal views so as to no longer conform to the 

Church’s Tenets of Faith, or general inefficiency. 

 

2. Should the Pastorate become vacant, the Board shall appoint two (2) lay   

persons from the active membership to act with them as a Pulpit 

Committee. 

 

a. The Board shall supervise the supplying of a substitute minister 

until the vacancy is filled. 

 

b. The Pulpit Committee shall be responsible for securing and 

nominating candidates for consideration by the Board for fulfilling 

the Pastorate.  

 

c. The Pulpit Committee shall report a Pastorate vacancy to the 

District Council. 

 

C. Secretary/Treasurer. 

1. The Secretary/Treasurer positions may be declared vacant by a majority 

vote of the Board at any regular or special Board business meeting. 

 

2. Grounds for such action shall be: 

 

a. removal from the active membership roll of the Church; 

 

b. accepting employment with the Church or DCC as delineated in 

this Article’s Section 3, Secretary/Treasurer; 

c. unscriptural conduct; 

d. doctrinal departure from the Tenets of Faith; and 
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e. incompetent performance. 

 

3. Any incumbent under charges shall have an opportunity for a fair and 

impartial hearing of his case as prescribed in Article VI, Membership, 

Section 6, of the Constitution.  

 

4. Should a vacancy occur, the Assistant Secretary/Treasurer shall be 

appointed complete the remaining prescribed term. 

 

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Membership Eligibility.   

Active membership in this Church shall be open to all those who possess the following 

qualifications: 

A. A testimony to an experience of the “new birth;” (John 1:12-13, 3:3-8;               I 

Peter 1:18-25). 

 

B. Evidence of a consistent Christian life; (Romans 6:4, 8:1-4, 13:13-14; Ephesians 

4:17-32, 5:1-2, 15; I John 1:6-7) 

 

C. Pay tithes regularly and contribute offerings in financial support of the Church; 

 

D. Accept the Tenets of Faith as stated in Article IV of the Constitution; 

 

E. Reached eighteen (18) years of age; 

 

F. regularly attended services and supported the Church for a minimum of three (3) 

months prior to the date of application for membership; and 

 

G. agrees to be governed by the Constitution and By-Laws of the Church, the District 

Council, and the General Council, as all may be amended from time to time. 

 

Section 2. Procedure for Membership Recognition.   

Individuals eligible for membership who desire to become members of the Church shall make 

written application to the Pastor or Church Board.  The Pastor will review all applications for 

eligibility.  The Pastor shall present the applicants to the Board, along with his recommendation. 

The Church Board shall have the right and authority to determine eligibility and acceptability of 
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any applicant.  Applicants approved for membership shall be received into the Church publicly at 

any regular service, and their names will be added to the Church membership roll.   

Section 3. Discipline.   

Discipline is an exercise of scriptural authority for which the Church is responsible.  (Matthew 

16:19, 18:15-20; Luke 17:3; John 20:23; Acts 16:4; Ephesians 5:11; I Timothy 5:20; II Timothy 

4:2; Hebrews 13:17)  The purpose of discipline is to promote repentance and restoration through 

exposing sinful behavior.  It is to be redemptive in nature as well as corrective.  Any member of 

the Church is subject to discipline on the basis of unscriptural conduct or doctrinal departure 

from the Tenets of Faith, and is determined by the sole discretion of the Church Board.  The 

discipline of credentialed ministers of the Assemblies of God is administered by the District 

Council and the General Council. 

The Church will follow the disciplinary procedure set forth in Matthew 18:15-20.  The procedure 

generally consists of the following: 

A. The Pastor or designated Board Member discusses the charges with the member, 

attempting resolution privately. 

 

B. If unresolved, the member shall meet with the Pastor and Church Board, or 

designated committee of the Church Board, attempting resolution privately.  

Should a member refuse a meeting with the Board, or designated Committee, and 

answer charges, he will be immediately removed from the Church’s active 

membership roll. 

 

C. If continued unresolved, either the member or the Church Board may submit the 

matter to the active Church membership in a special business meeting called for 

that singular purpose.  Only active members shall be in attendance at the meeting.  

The decision of a majority of the active members present shall be rendered final. 

 

D. A member found guilty shall be dismissed from the Church’s membership roll. 

 

Section 4. Voluntary Change of Membership Status.  
 

Members in good standing who may wish to sever their relationship with this Church may make 

their desire known to the Pastor or a Board Member.  Members transferring to another 

congregation may ask for a letter of recommendation which shall be granted on the approval of 

the Pastor. 

 

Section 5. Procedures for Updating Membership Roll.   
 

The Pastor and Board shall review and revise the active Church membership roll at least once a 

quarter.  Those persons deceased and/or those withdrawn from the fellowship for viable reasons 

or cause shall be removed from the active membership roll.  No applications for membership will 
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be accepted within thirty (30) days prior to an annual business meeting, or within ten (10) days 

prior to a special business meeting. 

 

Section 6. Reactivation of Membership. 
 

A. Former members who left the Church should request membership reactivation to 

the Pastor or a Board Member.  Reactivation of a member’s status shall follow the 

directives prescribed in Article III, Section 2, Procedure for Membership 

Recognition. 

 

B. Former members inactivated for cause shall be ineligible for having his 

membership reactivated until cleared to the satisfaction of the Pastor and the 

Board.  If membership is reactivated, the individual’s status shall follow the 

directives prescribed in Article III, Section 2, Procedure for Membership 

Recognition. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  DAY CARE CENTER/SCHOOL 

Section 1. Day Care Center and Its Mission.   

The DCC shall be operated and all daily activities directed by the Director of the DCC. Church 

property designed and built for multi-purpose usage may be utilized as the Director deems 

necessary, in compliance with the state and local laws governing the operation of such activities.  

The DCC was established with primary view toward community service, and as such was 

intended to be completely self-sustaining.  This section shall not preclude the possibility of 

making a profit.  As the DCC maintains its self-sustainability, the Board shall levy a monthly 

amount sufficient to pay all expenses incurred, or in relation to profit shown. 

Section 2. Director.  

 The Board shall be responsible for filling the Director position when a vacancy occurs.  The 

Director must possess the necessary academic credentials and other qualifications required by the 

State of Texas and local governmental licensing agencies.  The Director shall be responsible for 

establishing and maintaining standards, for assuring sufficient personnel are employed and for 

employee morale and discipline. 

The Director shall be entrusted with the finances of the DCC.  Deposits of all funds will be made 

to an account in the DCC’s name at a local responsible financial institution.  Disbursements from 

this account will be as authorized by the Pastor and/or Board.  All checks issued on behalf of the 

DCC must be signed by the Director, or one additional individual authorized by the Board.  

Should the Director be unavailable to write checks and/or deposit monies, the Pastor may 

appoint another individual from the church membership to temporarily issue checks and deposit 

funds.  The Director shall keep an itemized account of receipts and disbursements.  The Director 

shall provide the Board with financial statements for the DCC.  The Director shall assist the 
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DCC in acquiring and maintaining available tax exemptions under federal, state and local law.  

The Director shall be the custodian of all the financial records of the DCC. 

ARTICLE V:  PROPERTY 

This article applies to all current property, real or chattel, as well as any future property, real or 

chattel, which may be purchased for the purpose of the Church’s community expansion in an 

effort to spread the Gospel. 

 Section 1.  

All property, real or chattel, shall be taken, held, sold, transferred, or conveyed in the name of 

the Corporation by the Board acting as trustees and their successors in office. 

Section 2.  

No real or chattel property of the Church shall be sold, leased, mortgaged, or otherwise alienated 

unless same has been authorized by at least a simple majority vote of the active membership in 

attendance at any regular or special business meeting. 

Section 3.  

The Pastor and the Secretary/Treasurer shall certify in such conveyance, lease, or mortgage, that 

the same has been duly authorized by the vote of the membership.  Such certificates shall be held 

to be conclusive evidence thereof. 

Section 4. Discontinuation of Church Services.   

Should this Church Body cease to maintain a weekly worship service for a period of three (3) 

months without good cause and under the direction of a leader duly authorized by and in good 

standing with the District Council, it shall be dissolved and its properties disposed of according 

to Article V, Section 5, Disaffiliation, of these By-Laws. 

Section 5. Disaffiliation.  

 Title to all real property now owned or hereafter acquired by the Church shall be held in trust as 

a place of divine worship in full cooperative fellowship and affiliation with the General Council 

of the Assemblies of God, Springfield, Missouri, and the South Texas District Council of the 

Assemblies of God, Houston, Texas.  In the event that the Church shall be divided over doctrinal 

or any other issues, or shall vote to disaffiliate from the Assemblies of God, all property of the 

Church shall remain with those members, whatever their number, desiring continued affiliation 

with the Assemblies of God and adhering to its Statements of Fundamental Truths.  The 

determination of which group of members desires continued affiliation with the Assemblies of 

God and adheres to its Statement of Fundamental Truths shall be arbitrated by the District 

Presbytery of the South Texas District Council of the Assemblies of God, and its decision shall 



 27 

be final and binding.  If all of the members of the Church shall vote to disaffiliate from the 

Assemblies of God for doctrinal or any other reason, then all of the property of such assembly 

shall revert to said District Council and shall be used by the District as an Assemblies of God 

church if possible, and if not possible, the District may sell the property and apply the proceeds 

in any manner consistent with its stated purposes. 

Section 6. Dissolution.   

Upon the dissolution of the assembly, none of its funds or assets shall be distributed to any 

officer, Board Member, or any other individual.  The Board shall, after paying or making 

provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the Church, dispose of all of the funds and 

assets of the Church by conveying same to the South Texas District Council of the Assemblies of 

God, for the purposes of the Church, and provided that said District Council at the time qualifies 

as an exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 ( or the 

corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).  Any such funds or 

assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the District Court of the county in which the 

principal office of the corporation is then located, to such organization as said Court shall 

determine, which is organized and operated exclusively for religious purposes. 

ARTICLE VI:  FINANCES 

All funds for maintenance of the Church shall be provided by the paying of tithes, voluntary 

contributions, offerings of members and friends of the Church, and from the funds levied by 

reason of cost of operations or profits shown by the DCC.  Tithes and offerings shall be received 

by the Church.  The tithes and offerings, shall be administered under strict proprietary and 

fiduciary best practices as established by the Board. 

ARTICLE VII:  FISCAL YEAR 

The fiscal year of the Corporation shall be January 1 through December 31. 

ARTICLE VIII:  AMENDMENTS 

Section 1.  

The By-Laws may be amended at any regular or special business meeting of the Church by                

two-thirds (⅔) majority vote of the active membership present. 
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Section 2.  

These By-Laws shall supersede and make null and void all other previous articles or agreements, 

whether written or oral. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

The Scriptures listed below are taken from the New International Version (NIV).  

TEXT ARTICLE 

REFERENCED 

GENESIS 1:26-27 Constitution Article IV:  Section 4 

GENESIS 2:17 Constitution Article IV:  Section 4 

GENESIS 3:6 Constitution Article IV:  Section 4 

DEUTERONOMY 6:4 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2 

ISAIAH 11:6-9 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

ISAIAH 43:10-11 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2 

ISAIAH 53:4-5 Constitution Article IV:  Section 12 

PSALM 72:3-8 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

PSALM 112:9 Constitution Article IV:  Section 10(D), 11 

EZEKIEL 37:21-22 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

MICAH 4:3-4 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

ZEPHANIAH 3:19-20 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

ZECHARIAH 14:5 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

ZECHARIAH 14:9 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(C) 

MATTHEW 1:21-22 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(G) 

MATTHEW 1:23 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 2(F), 2(G), 3(A) 

MATTHEW 8:16-17 Constitution Article IV:  Section 12 

MATTHEW 11:25-27 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(B) 

MATTHEW 16:19 By-Laws Article III:  Section 3 

MATTHEW 18:15-20 By-Laws Article III:  Section 3 

MATTHEW 24:27 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

MATTHEW 24:30 Constitution Article IV:  Section 14 

MATTHEW 25:37-40 Constitution Article IV:  Section 10(C) 

MATTHEW 25:46 Constitution Article IV:  Section 15 

MATTHEW 28:6 Constitution Article IV:  Section 3(E) 



 29 

TEXT ARTICLE 

REFERENCED 

MATTHEW 28:19 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 2, 2(A), 2(B), 6(A), 10(A) 

MATTHEW 28:20 Constitution Article IV:  Section 10(A) 

MARK 9:43-48 Constitution Article IV:  Section 15 

MARK 16:15 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 10(A), 11 

MARK 16:16 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 6(A), 10(A), 11 

MARK 16:17-19 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 10(A), 11 

MARK 16:20 Constitution Article IV;  Sections 7, 10(A), 11 

LUKE 1:31 Constitution Article IV:  Section 3(A) 

LUKE 1:35 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 2(B), 3(A) 

LUKE 3:22 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2 

LUKE 10:7 Constitution Article X:  Section 3 

LUKE 17:3 By-Laws Article III:  Section 3 

LUKE 22:19-20 Constitution Article V:  Section 2 

LUKE 24:39 Constitution Article IV:  Section 3(E) 

LUKE 24:47 Constitution Article IV:  Section 5(A) 

LUKE 24:49 Constitution Article IV:  Section 7 

JOHN 1:1-2 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(H) 

JOHN 1:12-13 By-Laws Article III:  Section 1(A) 

JOHN 1:14 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(H) 

JOHN 1:18 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(C), 2(H) 

JOHN 1:29 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(H) 

JOHN 1:49 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(H) 

JOHN 3:3 Constitution Article IV:  Section 5(A) 

By-Laws Article III:  Section 1(A) 

JOHN 3:4-8 By-Laws Article III:  Section 1(A) 

JOHN 4:23-24 Constitution Article IV:  Section 11 

JOHN 5:17-21 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(D) 

JOHN 5:22-23 Constitution Article IV:  Sections 2(D), 2(J) 

JOHN 5:24-30 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(D) 

JOHN 5:32 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(D) 

JOHN 5:37 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(D) 

JOHN 7:37-39 Constitution Article IV;  Section 7 

JOHN 8:17-18 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(D) 

JOHN 14:16-17 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(A) 
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TEXT ARTICLE 

REFERENCED 

JOHN 15:26 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(C) 

JOHN 17:11 Constitution Article IV:  Section 2(C) 
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GENESIS 1:26-27 

26 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea 

and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground.” 
27

 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them. 

GENESIS 2:17 

17
 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly 

die.” 

GENESIS 3:6 

6
 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 

gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

DEUTERONOMY 6:4 

 
4
 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

PSALM 72:3-8 

3
 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit of righteousness. 

4
 May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he crush the oppressor. 
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5
 May he endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations. 

6
 May he be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth. 

7
 In his days may the righteous flourish and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. 

8
 May he rule from sea to sea and from the River

[b]
 to the ends of the earth. 

PSALM 112:9 

9
 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, their righteousness endures forever; their horn will be lifted high 

in honor. 

ISAIAH 11:6-9 

6
 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling 

together; and a little child will lead them. 
7
 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

8
 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 

9
 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 

LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

ISAIAH 43:10-11 

10
 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and 

believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. 
11

 I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior. 

ISAIAH 53:4-5 

4
 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,  

   stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5
 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that  brought us peace 

was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

EZEKIEL 37:21-22 

21
 and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they 

have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. 
22

 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and 

they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms.  

MICAH 4:3-4 

3
 He will judge between many peoples  and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their 

swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 

they train for war anymore. 
4
 Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the 

LORD Almighty has spoken. 

ZEPHANIAH 3:19-20 

19
 At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you.  I will rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles.  I will give 

them praise and honor in every land where they have suffered shame. 
20

 At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home.  I will give you honor and praise among  all the 

peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes
 
before your very eyes,” says the LORD. 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2072:3-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15009b
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ZECHARIAH 14:5 

5
 You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in 

the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  

 

ZECHARIAH 14:9 

9
 The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.  

MATTHEW 1:21-23 

21
 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.” 
22

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
23

 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

MATTHEW 8:16-17 

16
 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a 

word and healed all the sick. 
17

 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  “He took up our infirmities  

   and bore our diseases.” 

MATTHEW 11:25-27 

25
 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 

from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 
26

 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.  
27

 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

MATTHEW 16:19 

19
 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  

MATTHEW 18:15-20 

15
 “If your brother or sister sins go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you 

have won them over. 
16

 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony 

of two or three witnesses.’ 
17

 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you 

would a pagan or a tax collector.  
18

 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven.  
19

 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by 

my Father in heaven. 
20

 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  

MATTHEW 24:27 

27
 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
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MATTHEW 24:30 

30
 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when 

they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 

 

MATTHEW 25:37-40 

37
 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink? 
38

 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39

 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40

 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’ 

MATTHEW 25:46 

46
 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

MATTHEW 28:6 

6
 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 

MATTHEW 28:19-20 

19
 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 
20

 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” 

MARK 9:43-48 

43
 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go 

into hell, where the fire never goes out. 
44  

where “‘the worms that eat them do not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 
45

 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet 

and be thrown into hell. 
46 

where “‘the worms that eat them do not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 
47

 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye 

than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 
48

 where “‘the worms that eat them do not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ 

MARK 16:15-20 

15
 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

16
 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

17
 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in 

new tongues; 
18

 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will 

place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”  
19

 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 
20

 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by 

the signs that accompanied it. 
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LUKE 1:31 

31
 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 

 
LUKE 1:35 

35
 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

LUKE 3:22 

22
 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

LUKE 10:7 

7
 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 

from house to house. 

LUKE 17:3 

3
 So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them.  

LUKE 22:19-20 

 
19

 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.”  

 
20

 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 

poured out for you. 

LUKE 24:39 

39
 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see 

I have.” 

LUKE 24:47 

47
 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

LUKE 24:49 

49
 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.”  

JOHN 1:1-2 

1
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2
 He was with God in the beginning. 

JOHN 1:12-14 

12
 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

13
 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

14
 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 

Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

JOHN 1:18 

18
 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the 

Father, has made him known. 
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JOHN 1:29 

29
 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world! 

JOHN 1:49 

49
 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”  

JOHN 3:3-8 

3
 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”  

4
 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into 

their mother’s womb to be born!”  
5
 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 

Spirit. 
6
 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

7
 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8
 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 

going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

JOHN 4:23-24 

23
 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 

truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24

 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  

JOHN 5:17-30 

17
 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 

18
 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 

God his own Father, making himself equal with God.  

 
19

 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 

sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
20

 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, 

so that you will be amazed. 
21

 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give 

it. 
22

 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
23

 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

Father, who sent him.  
24

 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

judged but has crossed over from death to life. 
25

 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and 

those who hear will live. 
26

 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
27

 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.  
28

 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 
29

 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise 

to be condemned. 
30

 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but 

him who sent me.  
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JOHN 5:32 

32
 There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true.  

JOHN 5:37 

37
 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his 

form, 

JOHN 7:37-39 

37
 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come 

to me and drink. 
38

 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
39

 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had 

not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

JOHN 8:17-18 

17
 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 

18
 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”  

JOHN 14:16-17 

16
 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 

17
 the 

Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 

lives with you and will be in you. 

JOHN 15:26 

26
 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 

Father—he will testify about me.  

JOHN 17:11 

11
 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 

them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 

JOHN 17:21 

21
 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. 

JOHN 20:23 

23
 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

ACTS 1:4 

4
 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 

for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  

ACTS 1:8-9 

8
 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 
9
 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
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ACTS 1:11 

11
 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

ACTS 2:4 

4
 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

ACTS 2:22 

22
 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and 

signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

ACTS 2:32-36 

32
 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 

33
 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you now see and hear. 
34

 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord:  “Sit at my right hand  
35

 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 
36

 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  

ACTS 2:42-43 

42
 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

43
 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 

ACTS 4:8 

 
8
 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 

ACTS 4:29-31 

29
 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 

30
 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

31
 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke the word of God boldly. 

ACTS 6 

1
 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against 

the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 
2
 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of 

the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3
 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We 

will turn this responsibility over to them 
4
 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”  

5
 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, 

Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6
 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  

7
 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 

became obedient to the faith.  
8
 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 

9
 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene 

and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 
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10
 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.  

11
 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses 

and against God.”  
12

 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him 

before the Sanhedrin. 
13

 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and 

against the law. 
14

 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses 

handed down to us.”  
15

 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an 

angel. 

ACTS 8:12-17 

12
 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
13

 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 

miracles he saw.  
14

 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 

Samaria. 
15

 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16

 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 
17

 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

ACTS 10:38 

38
 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and 

healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  

ACTS 10:44-48 

44
 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 

45
 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 

poured out even on Gentiles. 
46

 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.   Then Peter said, 
47

 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as 

we have.” 
48

 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few 

days. 

ACTS 11:14-16 

14
 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’  

15
 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 

16
 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’  

ACTS 15:7-9 

7
 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a 

choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 
8
 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 

9
 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith.  
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ACTS 16:4 

4
 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem 

for the people to obey. 

ROMANS 1:1-3 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 

2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
3
 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 

ROMANS 1:7 

7
 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:  Grace and peace to you from God our 

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ROMANS 5:12-19 

12
 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 

people, because all sinned—  
13

 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where 

there is no law. 
14

 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by 

breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.  
15

 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s 

grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 
16

 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought 

condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 
17

 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 

God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!  
18

 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in 

justification and life for all people. 
19

 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of 

the one man the many will be made righteous.  

ROMANS 6:1-11 

1
 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2
 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

3
 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4
 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  
5
 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. 
6
 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that 

we should no longer be slaves to sin— 
7
 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.  

8
 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

9
 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over 

him. 
10

 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11

 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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ROMANS 6:13 

13
 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those 

who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 

ROMANS 8:1-4 

1
 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

2
 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

3
 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 
4
 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh 

but according to the Spirit. 

ROMANS 8:13 

13
 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, 

you will live. 

ROMANS 8:16 

16
 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

ROMANS 8:23 

23
 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 

adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  

ROMANS 10:13-15 

13
 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14
 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 

have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15

 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!” 

 

ROMANS 11:26-27 

26
 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn 

godlessness away from Jacob. 
27

 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

 
ROMANS 12:1-2 

1
 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
2
 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

ROMANS 13:13-14 

13
 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
14

 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
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ROMANS 14:11 

11
 It is written:  “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every  tongue will 

acknowledge God.’” 

I CORINTHIANS 1:10 

10
 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in 

what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 

I CORINTHIANS 1:24 

24
 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

I CORINTHIANS 2:10-16 

10
 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 

God. 
11

 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
12

 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand 

what God has freely given us. 
13

 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining 

spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 
14

 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them 

foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 
15

 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 

judgments, 
16

 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”    But we have the mind of Christ. 

I CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 

23
 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread, 
24

 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 

me.” 
25

 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26

 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

I CORINTHIANS 12 

1
 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 

2
 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 

3
 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one 

can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4
 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 

5
 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 

6
 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

7
 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

8
 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the 

same Spirit, 
9
 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 



 46 

10
 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking 

in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 
11

 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.  
12

 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
13

 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we 

were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14

 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  
15

 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 

stop being part of the body. 
16

 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop 

being part of the body. 
17

 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would 

the sense of smell be? 
18

 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 
19

 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 
20

 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  
21

 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 
22

 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23

 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are 

treated with special modesty, 
24

 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to 

the parts that lacked it, 
25

 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 
26

 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27

 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
28

 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 

healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 
29

 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30

 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
31

 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.  And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 

 

I CORINTHIANS 13 

1
 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. 
2
 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3
 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 

nothing.  
4
 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

5
 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6
 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7
 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8
 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 

where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9
 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

10
 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
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11
 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

the ways of childhood behind me. 
12

 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 

know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  

I CORINTHIANS 14:1-12 

1
 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 

2
 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they 

utter mysteries by the Spirit. 
3
 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 

4
 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 

5
 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies 

is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 
6
 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you 

some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 
7
 Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will anyone know what tune is 

being played unless there is a distinction in the notes? 
8
 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 

9
 So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are 

saying? You will just be speaking into the air. 
10

 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 
11

 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker is a 

foreigner to me. 
12

 So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.  

I CORINTHIANS 15:3-4 

3
 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, 
4
 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  

 
I Corinthians 15:24-28 
24

 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, 

authority and power. 
25

 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
26

 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
27

 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear 

that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 
28

 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that 

God may be all in all.  

I CORINTHIANS 15:51-52 

51
 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 

52
 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 

II CORINTHIANS 5:21 

21
 God made him who had no sin to be sin

[a]
 for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II%20Corinthians%205:21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899a
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II CORINTHIANS 13:14 

14
 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

GALATIANS 2:10 

10
 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been eager to do all along. 

GALATIANS 2:20 

20
 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

GALATIANS 5:22-26 

22
 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23
 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

24
 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25
 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

26
 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.  

GALATIANS 6:10 

10
 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of 

believers.  

EPHESIANS 1:22-23 

22
 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 

23
 which is 

his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

EPHESIANS 2:8 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

EPHESIANS 2:22 

22
 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

EPHESIANS 4:11-32 

11
 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

12
 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

13
 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
14

 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 

teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15

 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 

head, that is, Christ. 
16

 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work. 
17

 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 

thinking. 
18

 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 

them due to the hardening of their hearts. 
19

 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 

impurity, and they are full of greed. 
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20
 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 

21
 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 

22
 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its 

deceitful desires; 
23

 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 
24

 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
25

 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one 

body. 
26

 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 
27

 and do not give the devil a foothold. 
28

 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, 

that they may have something to share with those in need. 
29

 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
30

 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
31

 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 
32

 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

EPHESIANS 5:1-2 

1
 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 

2
 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

EPHESIANS 5:11 

11
 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  

EPHESIANS 5:15 

15
 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 

PHILIPPIANS 2:8-13 

8
 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a 

cross! 
9
 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10
 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11
 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

12
 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my 

absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
13

 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

COLOSSIANS 1:29 

29
 To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.  

COLOSSIANS 2:12 

12
 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working 

of God, who raised him from the dead. 

I THESSALONIANS 2:13 

13
 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe. 
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I THESSALONIANS 4:16-17 

16
 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17

 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 

in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  

I THESSALONIANS 5:23 

23
 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be 

kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

I TIMOTHY 3 

1
 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 

2
 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 

able to teach, 
3
 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 

4
 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of 

full respect. 
5
 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 

6
 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 

7
 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 

8
 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 

dishonest gain. 
9
 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 

10
 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.  

11
 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 

everything.  
12

 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 
13

 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  
14

 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 
15

 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church 

of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
16

 Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great:  He appeared in the flesh, was 

vindicated by the Spirit,
 
was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was 

taken up in glory.  

I TIMOTHY 5:17-18 

17
 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 

preaching and teaching. 
18

 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,”
[a]

 and “The worker deserves his 

wages.” 

I TIMOTHY 5:20 

20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 

II TIMOTHY 3:15-17 

15
 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16

 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%205:17-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29782a
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17
 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

II TIMOTHY 4:2 

2
 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 

careful instruction. 

TITUS 1:5-9 

5
 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and appoint

 
elders in every 

town, as I directed you. 
6
 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of 

being wild and disobedient. 
7
 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not 

given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 
8
 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 

9
 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound 

doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 

TITUS 2:11-13 

11
 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 

12
 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 

in this present age, 
13

 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

TITUS 3:5-7 

5
 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
6
 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

7
 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  

HEBREWS 1:1-13 

1
 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 

2
 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also 

he made the universe. 
3
 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
4
 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  

5
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father”?  Or again, “I 

will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?  
6
 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

7
 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 

8
 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter 

of your kingdom. 
9
 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
10

 He also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 

hands. 
11

 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 
12

 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed.  But you remain the same, and your years 

will never end.” 
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13
 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies  

   a footstool for your feet” 

HEBREWS 2:3-4 

3
 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was 

confirmed to us by those who heard him. 
4
 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according 

to his will. 

HEBREWS 7:26 

26
 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above 

the heavens. 

 

HEBREWS 12:2 

2
 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

HEBREWS 12:14 

14
 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 

HEBREWS 12:23 

23
 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of the righteous made perfect,  

HEBREWS 12:28 

 
28

 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God 

acceptably with reverence and awe,  

HEBREWS 13:12 

12
 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 

HEBREWS 13:17 

17
 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who 

must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.  

JAMES 1:27 

27
 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

JAMES 5:14-16 

14
 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in 

the name of the Lord. 
15

 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, 

they will be forgiven. 
16

 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and effective. 
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I PETER 1:5 

5
 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 

I PETER 1:8 

8
 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 

I PETER 1:15-16 

15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 
I PETER 1:18-25 

18
 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 

way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 
19

 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
20

 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
21

 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are 

in God.  
22

 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one 

another deeply, from the heart.
 

23
 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word 

of God. 
24

 For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers 

fall, 

 
25

 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
 
  And this is the word that was preached to you. 

I PETER 3:22 

22
 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

II PETER 1:4 

4
 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 

the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

II PETER 1:21 

21
 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

II PETER 3:13 

13
 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness 

dwells. 

I JOHN 1:3-4 

3
 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
4
 We write this to make our joy complete.  
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I JOHN 1:6-7 

6
 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 

7
 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 

Son, purifies us from all sin.  

I JOHN 2:22-23 

22
 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father 

and the Son. 
23

 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 

 
I JOHN 3:8 

8
 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 

the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.  

I JOHN 4:1-5 

1
 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 
2
 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh is from God, 
3
 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 

have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

 
4
 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one 

who is in the world. 
5
 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.  

I JOHN 4:10 

10
 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

I JOHN 4:14 

14
 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

II JOHN 1:3 

3
 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and 

love.  

II JOHN 1:9 

9
 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in 

the teaching has both the Father and the Son.  

REVELATION 1:7 

 
7
 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”

 
 and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples 

on earth “will mourn because of him.”
 
 So shall it be! Amen. 

REVELATION 1:13 

13
 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a 

golden sash around his chest. 
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REVELATION 1:17 

17
 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. 

I am the First and the Last. 

REVELATION 4:8-11 

8
 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day 

and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God  Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.”  
9
 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever 

and ever, 
10

 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. 

They lay their crowns before the throne and say:  

 
11

 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by 

your will they were created and have their being.”  

REVELATION 5:6-14 

6
 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living 

creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 

all the earth. 
7
 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 

8
 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one 

had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 
9
 And they sang a new song, saying:  “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were 

slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10

 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
11

 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times 

ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 
12

 In a loud voice they were saying:  “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
13

 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 

saying:  “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and 

ever!”  
14

 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

REVELATION 7:9-10 

9
 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 

people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 

holding palm branches in their hands. 
10

 And they cried out in a loud voice:  “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

REVELATION 19:11-14 

11
 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With 

justice he judges and wages war. 
12

 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows 

but he himself. 
13

 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 
14

 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 
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REVELATION 19:20 

20
 But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these 

signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were 

thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 

REVELATION 20:1-6 

1
 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 

2
 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 

3
 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore 

until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
4
 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who 

had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped 

the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned 

with Christ a thousand years. 
5
 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 

6
 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they 

will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.  

REVELATION 20:11-15 

11
 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, 

and there was no place for them. 
12

 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
13

 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person 

was judged according to what they had done. 
14

 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15

 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

REVELATION 21 

1
 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 

no longer any sea. 
2
 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 

dressed for her husband. 
3
 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 

will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4
 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 

order of things has passed away.” 
5
 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” 
6
 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give 

water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
7
 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

8
 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the 

idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 
9
 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will 

show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 
10

 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God. 
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11
 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as 

crystal. 
12

 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the 

names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
13

 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 
14

 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
15

 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 
16

 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 

12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 
17

 The angel measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. 
18

 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 
19

 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was 

jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 
20

 the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the 

eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
21

 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as 

pure as transparent glass. 
22

 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23

 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its 

lamp. 
24

 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 
25

 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26

 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 
27

 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 

names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

REVELATION 22 

1
 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 

the Lamb 
2
 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops 

of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
3
 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will 

serve him. 
4
 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 

5
 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will 

give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
6
 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his 

angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” 
7
 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.” 

8
 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship 

at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
9
 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who 

keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 
10

 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 
11

 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does 

right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 
12

 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have 

done. 
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13
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

14
 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the 

gates into the city. 
15

 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and 

everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
16

 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of 

David, and the bright Morning Star.” 
17

 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; 

and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 
18

 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will 

add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 
19

 And if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in 

the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 
20

 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21

 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

 

 


